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case of half the gentlemen in England : what God may do, as you say, by his invincible grace, I know not; nor scarce know what you mean by that word; we are from oar infancy given up to the Devil, almost as directly as if we were put out to nurse to him.
Will. Indeed, sir, and't please you, the gentlemen do not think much of religion; I fear it was always so; the Scripture says, Not many rich, not many noble are called; and it is the poor of this ivorld, that are rich in faith, James ii. 5.
La. I find it so indeed, William, and I find myself at a dreadful loss in this very thing ; I am convinced the happiness of man does not consist in the estate, pleasures, and enjoyments of life; if so, the poor alone would be miserable, and the rich roan only be blessed; but there is something beyond this world, which makes up for all that is deficient here: this you have, and I have not; and so, William, you in your poor cottage are richer and more happy than I am with the whole manor.
Witt. Indeed, sir, if in this world only we had hope, the poor would be of all men the most miserable ; blessed be the Lord, that our portion is not in this life. But, sir, and't please you, I hope you will not discourage yourself neither; for God has not chosen the poor only ; rich men have temptations from the world, and hindrances very many, and it is hard for them to enter into the kingdom of heaven, but they are not shut out; the gate is not barred upon them because they are rich.
La. I know not how it is, William, nor which way to begin ; but I see so many obstructions in the work, that I doubt I shall never get over it.
Will. Do not say so, I beseech you, sir, and't please you ; the promise is made to all; and if God has given you a heart to seek him, he will meet you